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clients borrowed Rs.7o and took Rs.25 in grain. With
Rs.2o of interest and Rs.5 for expenses he owed me
Rs.i20, In return he gave me a buffalo in full settle-
ment, and the buffalo fetched a bare Rs.7o. That is
what the zemindar does. When pressed he offers you
an old buffalo: he takes cash and gives you back aged
cattle/ 'What else can we do ?' asked a zemindar who
was standing by. 'We have to turn the cash into cattle,
and that is all we have. Also the sahukar1 claps on
fifteen or twenty years' interest to what he lent us, and
then robs us of our cattle/ I asked the money-lender
whether he always gave his clients a receipt. Invariably,
he said. Again the zemindar interposed: 'Only when
we have paid back everything/

The rest of the conversation may be given as follows:

'How much interest do you charge?'

'Paisa rupya* (i8| per cent).

'How much do you make a year in five or ten years ?'

'Eight annas' (6 per cent).

'Then why don't you deposit your money with a
co-operative bank which will give you as much or more ?*

'The People's Bank failed and the Alliance Bank
failed. The members of your banks come to me and
say: since we stopped dealing with you, we are in great
trouble, because we have to go to Mubarikpur* (prob-
ably a crafty allusion to yesterday's meeting, to which
members were summoned by the society's secretary).

'Do you lend to those who belong to a bank?'

'Not if I know that they belong, but they sometimes
conceal it from me/

cOn no account lend to them,* I said; and with that
word of advice, which I fear he is not likely to take, we
parted.   He was the ordinary type of village money-
lender, whose power has been greatly undermined by
Co-operation and the Land Alienation Act.
Money-     All agree that the money-lender is still powerful along
lending fa foot of fa. j^^ roughly speaking from Anandpur

1 Village money-lender.